94                      MODEBNTBAVANCOBIS
students of those days can never fail to remember his interest in the welfare of the students and for his valuable services in coaching them for the dramatic representation of Shakespear's Plays and for his histrionic talents which he exhibited whenever the Europeans of those days put on boards dramatic entertainments. For more than a dozen years he managed the trio institution with singular success and re-constructed the whole, first as Secretary to the Committee and then as its full-time Director, He was later on appointed as Superintendent of the Government Pi-ess. He retired in 1903 and was succeeded in the Museum and Gardens by Liet Col. F. W. Dawson, who was also in charge of the Nair Brigade. During the time of Mr. Ferguson and Col, Dawson as Directors they were greatly helped by Mr. F. J. Ingleby who had considerable experience of Gardening in London. It was to his natural instinct and intuitive powers as a first-rate Gardener that we owe the present condition, especially of the lower or ' Bottom Garden', which was divided into splendid terraces of outstanding beauty. It was Mr. Ingleby who pioneered gardening in Travancore by the manner in which he laid out the Gardens in the Museum grounds.
The ' Zoo' is the most popular of the three sections. As stated at the commencement of this Chapter it began to develop and multiply from the small managerie of His Highness Bhagyodayam Uttrom Tirunal Maharaja which consisted of important animals like .tigers. It is of interest both to adults and children and has, therefore, the largest number of . visitors. The collection is mainly representative of the fauna of Travancore. Lions and leopards breed and thrive very well. The collection which in 1868 consisted of two marabous, two Arabian Sheep and a few monkeys, now numbers 632 specimens of reptiles, birds and mammels. The Zoo has for a long time held its prominent place amongst the best Zoological gardens in India. Modern methods of housing animals in